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support students as they participate in summer learning. I encourage 
students, parents, educators, and the non-profit community to engage 
in summer learning activities so that youth return to school poised for 
academic advancement. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8396 of July 17, 2009 

Captive Nations Week, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Fifty years ago, President Eisenhower issued a call of solidarity to peo-
ples across the world living under communist rule. This first Captive 
Nations Week Proclamation expressed concern that too many people 
lacked fundamental freedoms, and it affirmed that the people of the 
United States stood alongside those who yearned to be free. Since this 
declaration, more nations have chosen the path of self-determination 
and respect for basic human rights. Brave American men and women 
have contributed to this story, making great sacrifices while serving in 
our Armed Forces or working in Government, private industry, and 
other organizations. 

The Cold War is now consigned to the history books, but the ideals 
that President Eisenhower proclaimed remain vibrant and inspiring 
today. Just as in years past, people still hope to have the freedom and 
opportunity to pursue their dreams. People, young and old, still yearn 
to speak their minds. Citizens still believe governments have an obliga-
tion to be honest and transparent, uphold the rule of law, and allow 
civic participation. 

We regard these universal principles as guiding values, and we stand 
in solidarity with those who aspire to live by them—not only because 
it is right, but also because our Nation’s fate is connected to that of 
other nations. In an interdependent world, instability, disease, and 
hardship abroad affect us here at home. Governments that are respon-
sive to the concerns of their citizens can better tackle these challenges 
and contribute to a more secure, healthy, and prosperous world. 

Nations must advance these values through example. At home and 
abroad, the United States strives to honor the principles enshrined in 
our Nation’s founding documents. 

The challenges of a new century require us to summon the full range 
of human talents to move all nations forward. The United States stands 
with all governments and peoples committed to unlocking the poten-
tial of their people, and to peace, the rule of law, and respect for all 
citizens. 
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The Congress, by Joint Resolution, approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 
212), has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclama-
tion designating the third week of July of each year as ‘‘Captive Na-
tions Week.’’ 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim July 19 through July 25, 2009, 
as Captive Nations Week. I call upon the people of the United States 
to reaffirm our commitment to all those seeking dignity, freedom, and 
justice. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand nine, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
fourth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8397 of July 23, 2009 

35th Anniversary of the Legal Services Corporation, 2009 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every day the Legal Services Corporation (LSC) breathes life into the 
timeless ideal, ‘‘equal justice under law.’’ It reaches those who cannot 
afford the assistance they need and those who would otherwise go 
without vital representation. Today we recognize the 35 years during 
which the LSC has moved our Nation and our legal system towards 
greater equality. 

The LSC brings legal counsel to every corner of the Nation. As the larg-
est provider of civil legal aid to the poor, it supports programs that 
touch families in every State. Persons of all ethnic and racial back-
grounds know its great work, and women, who represent 75 percent 
of LSC-supported clients, especially benefit from its expertise. 

The Legal Services Corporation’s work helps improve lives. It allows 
more people to access the public benefits they deserve, more domestic 
violence victims to secure the protections they desperately need, and 
more workers to receive the compensation they have been promised 
and earned. 

During an economic crisis, the work of the LSC is especially important. 
When families face foreclosure, eviction, or bankruptcy, or when com-
munities are targeted by predatory lenders, they need the help of legal 
professionals. These scenarios are far too common today. Fortunately, 
the LSC stands ready to meet these demands. 

Because economically vulnerable communities continue to face an 
unmet need for legal services, my Administration has supported in-
creased funding for the LSC. I have also recommended lifting several 
unnecessary restrictions on funding so that more people can receive as-
sistance. These changes are critical to the organization’s mission and 
work. 
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